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The Triumph of Truth, in the Conversion of 
the Rev. J. A. Mason, from the errors of 
Methodism to the Catholic Written 
by himself. 

AN ADDRESS TO THE SENSIBLE AND CAN- 

DID OF ALL DENOMINATIONS. 


‘aul. 


Whatever changes may take place in the 
civil, or religious relations of life, they are of 
small importance when abstracted from the 
general interests of the human race, and from 
those awful responsibilities in which the whole 
family of Adam stands to the great Creator 
and Sovereign Lord of all things. Separat- 
ed from these considerations, it is of little 
consequence who | am, or what I am.— 
Whether rich, or poor; learned, or illiterate. 
Whether my religion be Heathen, or Jewish; 
Mahomedan, or Christian; Protestant, or 
Catholic; it is all the same, My being is 
ephemeral; my glory, or ignominy is momen- 
tary; [live for myself alone, and the whole 
importance of my history will be told in these 
few words—He lived, and he died. 

Not so, when considered as a moral agent, 
and in connexion with the public weal. ‘No 
man liveth to himself, and no man dieth to 
himself.” This consideration stamps eternal 
importance on the character and conduct of 
the meanest individual. He lives for the 
service of God and his Country, and he dies 
under the responsibilities of his moral agen- 
cy in each department of his conduct through 
life. In every man, therefore, we behold the 
model to imitate, or the beacon to shun; and 








it-is in this light, and in this light alone, that 
my conduct partakes of any importance. 
But viewed in this light, the change which 


i has taken place in my religious relations is 


of infinite consequence to me and to every 
human being. If I am right, Protestants are 
wrong; and vice versa, if Protestants are 
right, lam wrong. To guide us in this di- 
lemma, there must be some plain rule, capa- 
ble of giving infallible certainty—this a di- 
vine revelation supposed. To find out this 
rule is both our duty and our interest; and 
whether I, or you neglect it, we must merit 
for ourselves condemnation. ‘‘ He that be- 


‘\lieveth shall be saved, and he that believeth 


not shall be condemned.” I hope, therefore, 
you will bring to the reading of this little 
work a candid and upright mind; a mind open 
to conviction, and resolved to follow the 
track of truth. For myself, as far as I know 
myself, I am conscious that for no conside- 
ration in the. world would I profess, or pro- 
mote the Catholic religion, but from that con- 
viction which I feel of its divine origin, au- 
thority, and truth. Could I, by professing 
it, obtain all the gold of Golconda, or the 
wealth of the South Sea dream; nay, could 
the universe pour its treasures at my feet, 
what could it avail me, when compared ‘with 


That henceforth we be no more as children 
‘tossed to and fro, and carried about with eve- 
ry wind of doctrine, by the wickedness of 
men, by cunning craftiness, whereby they lie 
‘in wait to deceive. But doing the truth in 
|charity, we may in all things grow up in him 
who is the head, even Christ. From whom 
the whole body, (viz. of his church) com- 
| pacted and fitly joined together, by what 
every joint supplieth, according to the ope- 
‘ration of the measures of every part, maketh 
‘increase of the body, unto the edifying of it- 
|self in charity.”? Ephes. iv. 13. 16. 

1 remain, Christian Brethren, your ever 
|obedient Servant in Christ, 
| J. A. MASON. 
Stourbridge, Sept. 29, 1827. 
THE CONVERSION. 


“GOD,” says the great Apostle of the 
Gentiles, when speaking of the efficient cause 
of our vocation to the faith—‘‘ God, who 
commanded light to shine in darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
| knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.” 

This passage is equally explanatory of the 
cause of his own conversion to the Chris- 





eternity, ond the infinite loss of my immor-|tian faith, who before was so strongly attach- 
tal soul? You and IJ, Christian brethren, | ed to the law of Moses—and of my conver- 
stand upon the verge of this eternal state—/sion to the same faith, as taught by the Ca- 
upon every pulsation depends an infinite joy,|tholic church, who before was so prejudiced 
or an endless wo. And, oh! how important} in favor of Methodism. And, I am convinc- 


the inquiry! 

Am I prepared? Is my religion that which 
Jesus Christ revealed to his Church, and 
commanded her to teach to the world; say- 
ing, he that heareth you, heareth me; and 
he that despiseth you, despiseth me. He 
that believeth what I have commanded you 


to teach, shall be saved, and he that believeth | 


not, shall be condemned? 

Under these impressions, Christian breth- 
ren, I trust I shall so write, and you so read, 
that we may “all meet in the unity of the 


faith, and knowledge of the Son of God...... 


} = — is 
jed, no arguments, however strong, no dispu- 


‘tation, however ably conducted, nor any dis- 
| Positions, however favorable to conversion 
they may appear, will ever lead to a success- 
ful issue, unless God touch the heart by his 
holy grace, and the subject faithfully corres- 
| ponds with its divine influence. 

As to myself, I have nothing wherein to 
glory, except in my infirmities, that the grace 
of God may be magnified in me. ‘* What 
hast thou that thou hast not received,” in- 
quires an apostle, ‘ and if thou hast receiv- 
ed it, why dost thou glory. For of him, aud 








202 


THE JESUIT. 


Vor. IY. 





by him, and in him, are all things, to whom 
be glory for ever and ever amen.” Viewing 
God therefore as the primary cause of all my 
good, I can only lay my hand upon my heart 
and say, Not unto me, not unto me, O Lord, 
but unto thy name the glory. 

I was originally, to use the style of the 
same apostle, a Methodist of the Methodists, 
being born of Methodistical parents, and 
having been instructed in, and deeply imbued 
with, their principles from my earliest infan- 
cy. The constant example of my parents, 
and the conversation of the preachers and 
others who frequently visited us, made an in- 
delible impression on my tender mind, and 
laid the foundation of future associations and 
habits, which grew with my growth and 
strengthened with my strength, forming a 


in the sense in which Methodists understand 
it. But I deny that they understand either 
the nature of justification, or the condition 
for obtaining it. Nevertheless, for the infor- 
mation of such as ask these questions, I again 
say—in every sense in which they are justi- 
fied, so was I, Did they pass days, and 
weeks, and months in the pangs of the new 
birth? So did I. Did they weep, and mourn 
and cry? So did I. Did they for faith inces- 
sant try? So did I. 

Can they point out some gate, or stile, or corner sly, 

Where the spirit drawing nigh, 

Wiped the tear and hushed the sigh, 

And said, * thou art forgiven?’’ So can I. 

O yes! I can tell of breaking chains— 
snapping fetters—being delivered from my 
prison house—clad in robes of righteousness 





second nature, and producing an impenetra-|—and exalted into the regions of light, life, 
ble barrier against every assailant of my re-| and liberty. I believe myself justified just 
ligious principles. Such was the influence | as much as they believed themselves to be, 
of my moral feelings, from the early age of and I know myself justified just as much as 
four to eight years, I was pronounced in a | they know it, and I defy them to bring evi- 
justified state. Not, indeed, because I was dence tothe contrary. No one of my friends, 
supposed to have retained my baptismal in-| or companions ever doubted it, and the events 





nocency, for Methodists know nothing of this 
doctrine, and believe nothing of it, although 
Mr. Wesley both believed and taught it, but 
because I was regenerated by the Holy 
Ghost, and was constituted his temple. 

At this early period I felt an unconquera- 
ble inclination to books, and to every thing 
connected with the ministry of the Metho- 
dists, which, from its then infant zeal and 
simplicity, I conceived to be the only true 
one. I often conversed with my play-mates 
on religious subjects, from which I acquired 
the name of the Preacher, the Parson, &c. 


1 took pleasure in being thus called, and |joices that he had the lot to know me. 
when alone, I employed my time in construct- 


ing pulpits and imitating. the preachers. It 
will be easily seen from these characteristic 
traits, how closely Methodism was rivetted to 
my heart, and its doctrines were ingrafted in 
my nature. I make these observations to 
shew that my conversion to the Catholic re- 
ligion was not of one indifferent, or unaccus- 
tomed to any religious system, but of one na- 
turally and habitually a Methodist, and zeal- 
ously devoted to it as the religion of my fa- 
ther—I cannot say fathers, for Methodism 
had just made its appearance in the world. 
Although these impressions were never obli- 
terated from my mind, yet, as [ grew up, 
their influence was considerably counteracted 
by the allurements of the world, and the 
warmth of my youthful passions; so that I 
was considered as fallen from a justified state, 
and indeed fallen I was, for I completely lost 
my baptismal innocency. However, in all 
the gaity and volatility of youth, the same 
principles predominated in my beast, and if I 
respected, professed, or promoted any reli- 


gion, it was Methodism. About the age of 


twenty-one I began to think seriously of re- 
forming my life, and could easily state the 
circumstances were théy material to the ob- 
ject of this work. The question has been 
repeatedly put to me—by some with kind- 
ness, by others in a very different spirit— 
were you justified? An argument has been 
drawn, that, if I was not justified, my con- 
version to the Catholic faith can involve no 
imputation on Methodism, since I cannot be 
said to be a proper judge of that which I 
never knew. I admit this argument in all its 
fotce, and I distinctly assert J was justified 


|that followed prove it. 
| Iwas soon raised to be a Prayer-maker; 
‘then an exhorter: finally a Preacher and 
Class-leader. Ten years I have given them 
|my labors gratis, and in all the circuits where 
I have labored, I never neglected my part, or 
| brought scandal on my religion. On the 
contrary, numbers can rise up and declare 
they, have been benefited by my ministry.— 
Several of the preachers can trace their spi- 
| ritual benefit to me—and there is one young 
/man, now an itinerant preacher, who remem- 
bers well the days of former times, and re- 
And 
over that young man—that dear friend of my 
younger years—my heart bleeds and is dis- 
consolate; I never think of him, but with 
mixed emotions of affection and sorrow. O 
that God would’ be propitious to my prayer! 
Then would I joyfully lay down my head up- 
on a dying pillow, and sing in the language 
of holy Simeon. ‘ Nunc dimittis servum tu- 
um, Domine, secundum verbum tuum in pace: 
quia viderant oculi mei salutare tyum.. Now, 
O Lord, lettest thou thy servant die in peace, 
for my eyes have seen thy salvation.” 
Pardon, candid readers, my plaintive soli- 
loquy—if I feel for my friend, it is because 


'I speak of myself it is only to vindicate my 
character from the malignant and unjust as- 
persions of my enemies to whom I have done 
no wrong but that of worshipping my God 
according to the dictates of my conscience. 

After I had thrown off the mantle of my 
nonage and assumed the character of a man, 
and above all of a Methodist Preacher, I 
began to think something like a divine, and 
feel something like a divine, although but a 
divine of Methodism. I soon discovered ap- 
parent failings in the system, discrepancies 
in its creed, and an utter want of unity either 
of doctrine, or affection with other Protes- 
tants. 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 193.—No. 25.] 
BROMSGROVE, Nov. 6, 1814. 
Rev. Sin,—When I wrote to you last, I 
informed you that I should be preparing my 
reflections upon your letters, and upon the 





substance of the books, which you had the 


|he has been, and still is, dear to me—and if 





goodness tosend me. It was then my inten- 
tion to have taken extracts out of your let- 
ters and the books, for the purpose of puint- 
ing out the difference that there is between 
the genuine doctrine of the Catholic church 

and the doctrine which has been attributed 
to her by you and the authors of those books, 
But upon examining further, I find that jt 
would be almost an endless task to attempt 
to refute, one by one, the assertions advance. 
ed by you andthem. You know what it js 
to refute an assertion, Pages are sometimes 
required to refute an assertion which is con- 
tained in a few words. For me therefore to 
attempt to refute whole books, in every page 
of which, and almost every line, assertions 
are made which are entirely devoid of truth, 
would be to attempt to do a great deal more 
than my leisure time will allow me to per- 
form. I might, indeed, answer the accusa- 
tions by plain denials, but this would not be 
satisfactory; proofs would be looked for, and 
if no proofs were brought, no conviction 
would be produced. I will, therefore, chief- 
ly confine my remarks to the great funda- 
mental point of the Protestant creed—* the 
sole authority of the scriptures; knowing 
that if I can firmly establish the doctrine of 
the church of Rome on this subject, namely, 
that ‘‘ the scriptures are not the sole rule of 
faith,” I shall overturn your whole system at 
once; and consequently shall cause all your 
other remarks to appear weak and nugatory. 
As for the three books—The History of An- 
drew Dunn, The Morning Exercise, and 
Bennet’s Memorial, I consider your putting 
them into my hands as an insult to my judg- 
ment. You ought, as a minister of the truth, 
to have known that they did not contain the 
truth: and if you plead ignorance in your 
favor, you either condemn your own proceed- 
ings, or you give me reason to say that igno- 
norance is the mother of opposition to the 
doctrine of the Catholic church. 

But to begin with the subject. You say 
that the Bible is the only rule by which a 
Christian is to form his religious system of 
belief. ‘‘ The Bible, the Bible alone is the 
religion of Protestants, hence they all, with- 
out exception, claim it as their birthright.— 
“‘ The opposite to this,” you say “‘is popery.” 
We will, Sir, if you please, examine into the 
protestant principle, and we will endeavor to 
find out what religion the Bible will conduct 
us to, whether the Catholic religion, the Pro- 
testant, or what other religion; if to the pro- 
testant, to which of the various sects, whe- 
ther the Lutheran, the Calvinistical, the 
Unitarian, or what other. In the first place 
I think it a fair question to ask you, how you 
know that the Bible is the word of God? 
How do you know which books were written 
by divine inspiration, and which were not? 
Doth the Biole contain the whole word of 
God, or doth it not? Have the whole of re- 
vealed truths been written, or have they not? 
If not, with whom were the unwritten depos- 
ited? These are, in my opinion, fair ques- 
tions. For if it be that the scriptures are the 
sole rule of faith, there ought to be the most 
undoubted evidence on these points. Pre- 
sumptive evidence will not do. If there be 
not positive evidence, there must be an un- 
certainty, and if there be an uncertainty, 
there must be room for doubt. Now if this 
be the case, so far from the scriptures being 
the sole rule of faith, they will be no rule at 
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all; for where there is room for doubt, there 
can be no certainty of faith, and consequent- 
ly no faith at all. Where then is this evi- 
dence? Not in the Bible itself, for no book 
can give testimony of its own authenticity. 
Not in any imaginary internal evidence; for 
if there was an internal evidence, that could 
not be contradicted, it would strike convic- 
tion into the mind of every man of under- 
standing without his being even informed that 
it was the word of God; which we know is 
not the fact; witness the number of Atheists, 
Deists and unbelievers. If you say that the 
scriptures have been handed downto us 
through every age, in such a manner that no 
man can doubt their authenticity; then I will 
agree with you. But if you bring torward 
this proof you throw yourself into a worse 
dilemma than ever. For by whom have they 
been handed down? Answer me this one 
question, for a great argumeni depends upon 
it, By whomsoever they were handed down, 
upon their credit and authority depends the 
proof of their authenticity: the veracity of 
their tradition must be the corner stone of 
your faith; and it must be believed with di- 
vine faith before you are authorized to believe 
a word of the scripture. Answer me then, 
this one question: by whom were they hand- 
ed down? By no other than by the Catho- 
lics in communion with the see of Rome, or 
Roman Catholics. Deny it if you can.— 
The veracity of their tradition, therefore, is 
the corner stone of your faith; and to their 
testimony you must give implicit credit, be- 
fore you can give credit to a single sentence 
in the Bible. You must say, willing, or not 
willing, 1 believe the Holy Catholic Church, 
even the Roman Catholic church, before you 
can have divine faith for a single sentence 
that there is in the Bible. Perhaps you will 
say that there is every reason to believe that 
the scriptures now, are the same in sub- 
stance, or essentials, as they were in the be- 
ginning, or at least that no proofs can be 
brought to shew that they have been corrupt- 
ed. This I will allow: a Catholic may allow 
it and not be inconsistent. But this is not 
sufficient for a Protestant. Human testimo- 
ny is not an accredited testimony for him.— 
Before he can have divine faith he must have 
a divine testimony, and consequently he must 
acknowledge that either the authenticity of 
the scriptures depends upon human testimo- 
ny alone (and consequently upon a testimony 
that may possibly be erroneous,) or that the 
testimony of the Roman Catholic church isa 
divine testimony—a testimony supported and 
upheld by the manifest, or promised interpo- 
sition of the Spirit of God. You must, Sir, 
acknowledge to the truth of one of these 
two. To the first you cannot, because it de- 
stroys the foundation of your whole faith: 
and if you acknowledge to the second, you 
acknowledge that a church, which you say is 
“corrupt in her manners and corrupt in her 
principles” is a divine testimony, that the 
veracity of her tradition is sanctioned by the 
authority of the spirit of truth, and that your 
faith, your religion, and your every thing 
rests upon it.’ Answer me then this one 
question, and the business between us will 
soon be brought to a conclusion. wm 9 
But putting this question aside, which it is 
impossible for you, or any other Protestant 
to reply to consistently and satisfactorily, we 


will suppose that the testimony in favor of 





the authenticity of the scriptures is not to be 
doubted. On this supposition, what is it that 
you possess? The bare dead letter of the 
law. The spirit is wanting. You are not 
advanced in the least, unless you can prove 
that the spirit likewise of the law has been 
handed down to you. Now what is this spirit 
of the law? No other than the meaning of 
the words of the law—the self same mean- 
ing which our Lord attached to them. That 
this should be handed down to you is of much 
more serious consequence than the bare 
words: for upon the meaning, or sense of the 
words every thing depends. Now by what 
testimony is it that you have received the 
meaning, or the sense of the scriptures?— 
Is it by the concurrent testimony of all 
ages and nations from the times of the 
Apostles? By no means. This testimony 
you reject. ‘In what page of the inspir- 
ed writings,” you say, ‘‘ are you command- 
ed to believe by proxy?—Where has God 
enjoined you to let others search the Bible 
for you?” Where then is your testimony? 
Where can you find one that is stronger than 
the concurrent testimony of all ages and na- 
tions? You admit it as a sufficient testimo- 
ny with respect to the dead letter, why is it 
not a sufficient testimony with respect to the 
spirit, or meaning? Do you go on the pre- 
sumption that God would watch with particu- 
lar care over the integrity of the words of 
the law, and throw the chief, the most essen- 
tial part, namely, the meaning, or sense of 
them from under the wings of his Providence? 
Can you make this supposition, and risk your 
soul upon the consequence? No: if both 
are requisite for the salvation of souls, (and 
both certainly are) he would have handed 
down to after ages, both with equal care. If 
only one of them was necessary he would 
have watched with special care over the one 
that was the most essential, and which un- 
doubtedly is the spirit, or the meaning. Why 
thea do you admit the testimony of the Ca- 
tholic, or Roman Catholic church with re- 
spect to the one which is less essential, and 
reject it with respect to the other, which is 
the most essential? You must have most 
weighty reasons, or your cause is very bad 
indeed. Slight, or presumptive reasons will 
not suffice: you must have the most weighty 
reasons, nothing less than the authority of 
the lawgiver himself, saying that the words 
of the law in their genuine state should be 
handed down to you, but that the interpreta- 
tion of them should be left to your own pri- 
vate judgment. ‘This is the only authority 
that will justify your cause. Now, where is 
this expressed in the scriptures, in plain ob- 
vious words: (for as yet, the bare words of 
the law are all that is conceded to you) where 
is this expressed? Our Saviour says, ‘ Hear 
the church, he that will not hear the church, 
let him be unto thee as the heathen, or the 
publican:”? Matt. xviii. 17, ‘‘ He that hear- 
eth you, heareth me, and he that despiseth 
you, despiseth me.” Luke, x. 16. And St. 
Peter says, ‘‘ No prophecy of scripture is 
made by private interpretation.” 2 Peter, i. 
20, And again, “in the epistle of St. Paul 
there are many things hard to be understood, 
which the unstable and the unwise wrest, as 
they do the other scriptures to their own per- 
dition.” 2 Peter, iii. 16. These are plain 
bare words of the law, and the obvious mean- 
ing of them seems to be, that we are pot to 


judge for ourselves, that we are not to believe 
‘* by proxy” as you very improperly term it; 
(more properly you ought to have said, by 
the testimony of others divinely appointed ;) and 
that we are to hear the church—even the 
pastors of the church, with the same implicit 
faith, as if we heard him himself: He that 
heareth you heareth me. Against these strong 
and plain words of the law, you have only 
this solitary sentence’ search the scriptures. 
And what is the plain meaning of this sen- 
tence? If you search the scriptures they will 
tell you. They will tell you that our Saviour 
reproved the Pharisees for not examining the 
testimonies of the Prophets concerning the 
Messias, and seeing how they were all veri- 
fied in him. The Fhscivene were men deep- 
ly learned in the scriptures, (the Old Testa- 
ment;) like you they thought in them to have 
life everlasting: and yet with all their learn- 
ing, with all their scriptures, they would not 
acknowledge him of whom these scriptures 
gave testimony, they would not come to him 
that they might have life. When our Saviour, 
therefore, recommended to them to search 
the scriptures, he thereby severely rebuked 
them, and plainly intimated that it was very 
possible for men to know the scriptures, and at 
the same time not to know the truth. The 
words when addressed by our Lord to the 
Pharisees, have the same signification, as 
they would have were I to address them to 
you. You, like the Pharisees, are deeply 
learned in the scriptures. You, like the 
Pharisees, think in them to have everlasting 
life. You, like the Pharisees, will not apply 
the testimonies they give to their proper ob- 
ject,—the Pharisees to the Messiah, you to 
his church. Were I, therefore, to say to 
you search the scriplures, for in them you think 
to have life everlasting: and the same are they 
that give testimony of the church of God; the 
words would have the same signification as 
when addressed by our Lord to the Pharisees. 
They would not be a declaration that the 
scriptures were the sole rule of faith, but a 
severe rebuke on you, and an intimation that 
your knowledge of them had not hitherto led 
you to a knowledge of the truth. From these 
words, therefore, search the scriptures, it can- 
not be proved that the meaning, cr sense of 
the scriptures has been handed down to you 
in such a manner as that you have nothing 
to do but read the scriptures, and it will be 
manifested to you: much less can it be proy- 
ed from these words, that the scriptures are 
the sole rule of faith. No: the sentences 
quoted above, remain in full force, (Matt. 
xviii. 17, Luke, x. 16. 2 Peter, iii. 16.)— 
They are a standing memorial, that, like the 
Pharisees, you do not search the scriptures 
as you ought to do, or you would have disco- 
vered that they gave testimony to the influ- 
ence which the spirit of truth was to exer- 
cise over his church, to lead her into all truth, 
and to prevent the powers of hell from pre- 
vailing over her:—you would have discover- 
ed that Christ promised to continue with his 
church, and that he said not a word about 
preserving the integrity of the scriptures:— 
that we were to hear the church as the organ 
of truth, and that not the least hint was given 
by him that we were to hear the scriptures 
alone and despise the church:—and, finally, 
that no command whatever was given to the 
Apostles to write the books of the New Tes- 





tament, in which, not in the Old Testament, 
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the christian religion is to be found;—that | was uncorrupted. Of these people “the Bible, 
consequently no command was given by |the Bible alone” was not the only religion: 
Christ to believe in them, or to be guided by | for it was not then written, consequently they 
them, and that the only reason why we are/were not Protestants either in name, or in 
obliged to believe in them, 1s, because the |}substance. No: according to yeur own 
church, whom we are commanded to hear | words, the immediate disciples of the Apos- 
and to obey, has handed them down to us, |tles were not Protestants either in name, or 
and has declared that they are the written in substance. Of what religion, therefore, 
word of God, and that they are to be believ- | were they? Let us examine into this ques- 
ed with divine faith. This, Sir, I maintain, |tion, for it is a very serious one. The chris- 
is the only authority for the authenticity of tians of whom we are speaking, were the first 





the scriptures. This same authority we have | christians—christians truly and sincerely, if 


for the true sense and meaning of the scrip- | any such ever existed. If then these first 
tures: and if we reject this authority, we re-| christians were not protestants, what were 
ject that which our Saviour commanded us to they? If the Bible was not their sole rule 
preserve, and we thereby render ourselves |of faith, (and certainly could not be, for it 
in his sight as criminal as the heathen, or the | was not then written, or acknowledged,) they 
publican. admitted some other rule of faith. Now to 

But let us proceed farther. If the scrip-| admit any rule of faith except “the Bible, 
tures in these times are the only rule of faith, | the Bible alone,” is, according to your own 


they have always been the only rule. Now | words, popery. Consequently, the first dis- 


the contrary to this is incontrovertible. The ciples, even the immediate disciples of the 
scriptures, I mean the books of the New! Apostles were guilty of that unpardonable 
Testament, by which alone we can be guided | crime, and are to be ranked in the number 
in things concerning the christian religion, | of the followers of that detested, that exe- 
were not written till many years after the de-| crated popery, which you hold so much in 
scent of the Holy Ghost: and even after they | abhorrence. You may call this quibbling, 
were written were not collected together, and | or whatever else you please, but it is impos- 


put into the hands of the faithful as the books| sible for you to prove that the first disciples | 


of the New Testament for many centuries. |of the gospel were not, according to your 
They were scattered here and there, and many | own words, the advocates and the disciples 
other books were considered by some, and| of popery, not indeed in name, but in sub- 
received as canonical, and mixed with them,| stance. And what an awful conclusion is this 
until Gelasius, the successor of St. Peter in| for a Protestant to make, when he knows that 
the see of Rome, anno 494, separated the |the salvation of his soul depends upon it. 
genuine from the spurious, and delivered in- | 
to the hands of the fuithful, the New Testa- 
ment, as it now exists. Now what was the 
christian rule of faith before this time? Not THE JESUIT. x 
the scriptures alone, for it was not determin-| : eI 9 
ed by caacley which books were scripture | BOSTON, FEBRUARY 26, 1831. 
and which were not. And if the scriptures} —"——~”~———S—~SC—CS<CS;C;«SSTSCS:* ; 
were not the sole rule of faith in the first} In the Debating Society of this city, the 
ages, prove to me why they are to be so now? | Question as to the expediency and justifia- 
I demand positive proofs—proofs drawn from| bleness of Dr. Beecher’s Lectures against 
scripture—proofs which will not allow to be 
controverted. I will not listen to surmises, k ciel Aig ch ea 
to suppositions, or any such things. The | ‘®*¢" oye Soe nore »y = nietren 
scripture is your only rule, and from scrip- | As there is not a single Catholic member 
ture alone your proofs must come. Now in the Society, it must be a source of satis- 
where are your proofs? You have none.— | faction to us and to every Catholic who wishes 
Consequently I am justified in declaring, that 
as the books of the New Testament were not : , 
the sole rule of faith to christians in the first tat, notwithstanding all the silly stories, rank 
ages, so neither are they now. misrepresentations and forged Indulgences 
On this subject a reaark may be made which were conjured up and introduced by 
which wil! not prove very creditable to the : 
Protestant system of religion. In your let- oe 
ter you said, ‘ the Bible, the Bible alone is ,°4 bard to ciel there fallen here, could 
the religion of Protestants. Hence they all, ot rescue him and his well disposed fraterni- 





[TO BE CONTINUED. | 








ithe Roman Catholic Religion was of late 


our enemies, the Calvinistic party who labor- 


without exception, claim it as their birthright ty in the ministry from the Coup de grace, | 


to search the scriptures for themselves, and 


‘ oe : which the decision of the question has given 
to resist, with indignation, every attempt, let 


it be made by what man, or body of men, it them. We feel ourselves in duty bound to) 


might, to rob them of that inestimable privi-|T¢turn our thanks thus publicly to the talent- 


lege. The opposite sentiment to this, Sir, is| ed, and able manner in which Messrs. Parke 
» : 4 ar ’ = op ar ‘ . Shae . 

popery,” &c. When you Say * the Bi-| and Ellis have acquitted themselves on the 

ble,” you mean the books of the New Tes- 


. 2 \|oecasion, as also to the other Gentlemen, 
tament, as far as relates to the doctrine of the | ~s 
christian faith. Now, Sir, the christian reli- | #0 have so kindly and generously entered 
gion flourished for a lcnzth of time before | the lists in defence of the Catholic Religion, 
these books were written, as I have above | against a set of men who, had not their blus- 


remarked; and the church comprised within ‘tering hero been checked in his progress by 
her sanctuary, multitudes whose morals Were | he Ro: Satie: Saliens ead? 
most pure, and whose doctrines were most |" "© “O48 Watholic Lectures, would have 


suund. This was in the first ages of the|¥osparingly dealt out his Orthodor thunders 
church, when it is acknowledged that the faith | and abuse to every denomination of Chris- 


yrosperity to the cause of Truth, to know 
pros; ) ’ | 


|tians throughout the land. He and his par- 
|ty ought to have known that the fiery scep~ 
‘tre of Calvinistic power has fortunately for 
'the happiness of Republican America, been 
for ever extinguished in the pure waters of 
| Civil and Religious Freedom, and that any 
attempt at its rekindlement, for the purpose 
of setting fire to the sacred Temple of Na- 
‘tional Independence, ought to be visited with 
| all the execrations that have fallen to the un- 
| enviable Jot of the wicked Erostratus. What 
do these Calvinistic gentry want? What pos- 
sible object can they have in view? Is it by 
their ribaldry, and palpable falsehoods against 
‘the Church of Christ that they can expect to 


|make converts to the cause of Truth? There 
‘is no man of principle, who values the ap- 
| probation of his conscience, of honorable 
men, and of his God, who must not be shock- 
ed at such horrible conduct. 

Bad indeed must be the cause that requires 


forgeries, abuse and calumny to support it: 


| sade : are 
|yet so it is with Calvinism, 


The fate of the above-mentioned Question 
‘furnishes an unequivocal symptom of the 
|merited unpopularity into which the doctrines 
‘of that sect in this city have fallen. 





The Ladies and Gentlemen of Boston are 
respectfully informed that the nezt Lecture 
will be given in the church of the ‘ Holy 
Cross,” at half past six o’clock, on Sun- 
day Evening next, by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
| Fenwick ; and that arrangements will be 
made, so as to obviate the necessity of their 





|remaining without doors for any length of 
‘time. The doors will be thrown open imme- 
| diately after Vespers, and the committee of 
|arrangement will consider it a duty, and feel 
| pleasure in accommodating with seats such 
| Ladies and Gentlemen of the various deno- 
| minations as may be disposed to hear the 
‘Catholic Lectures. 

8- > There are no stoves either in, or un- 
der the church. The committee of vigilance 
will see that no disorder, or danger shall arise 
‘from without. 





SKETCH OF THE CATHOLIC LEC- 
TURE. 
Delivered on last Sunday Evening by the 
Very Rev. T. J. O’Fcvanerry. 
| At its commencement the Doctor read from 
ithe Boston Courier of Dec. 28, 1830, the 
following extract from the report of the Rev. 
Dr. Beecher’s Lecture, in which he argued 
against the Catholic doctrine of Penance and 
‘Indulgences. The object of the present Lec- 
ture was to defend the Catholic Church 
against the Calvinistic preacher’s attack on 
this ground. 

“ Respecting the accountability of Catholics in this 
country to the Pope of Rome, he said that the Pope had 
always held his power by means of a perverted con- 
science and the obligation of confession; the Catholic is 
obliged to confess to his Priest, or Bishop, and receives 





frou him, who isa miniov, an agent of the Pope of 
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Rome, such sort and amount of lenity, or judgment as is | 


decreed by the Church. The Catholic is in subserviency 
to the Bishop and the Bishop to the Pope, and in so far 
as this subserviency to the Pope is denied so far is the in- 
fallibility of the Church doubted, and so far the doubter | 


js not Catholic. The preacher explained that the Cath- 
olics pay tribute to the Pope of Rome in different ways; 


they confess their sins and transgressions; their most se- | 
cret actions are known to the Priests, and their con- 
sciences thus held in bondage—in bondage by the Pope 
of Rome; the church punishes, or pardons as it pleases, 
and for all transgressions the Catholic is responsible in 
some way to the Church—he atones by good works, by 
money, or by penance.’’ 

Ia pursuance of his object, the Doctor 
read as a text, a passage from St. John— 
«* Whose sins you shall forgive, they are for- 
given them: and whose sins you shall retain, 
they are retained.” Ofall the trials to which 
man is subject, (he said) there was none more 
painful and humiliating, than the confession 
of his sins to fellow-man. False delicacy 
and mistaken self-love induce him to excul- 
pate himself, and to seize upon every apology 
that presented itself. The first man imputed 
his crime to the woman, and she to the ser- 
pent. 

It was a fundamental article (the preacher 
said) of the Christian faith, that without bap- 
tism we cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. 
The proposition was supported by numerous 
quotations from scripture, from whence it was 
inferred that baptism—that mysterious laver 
of regeneration—washes' away not only the 
stain of original sin, but also all past actual 
sins, the moment it is conferred upon men.— 
But since according to the immutable laws 
of the church, we can receive it but once in 
the course of our lives, another mode was 
prepared, by which those who subsequently 
stain their pure robes in mortal sin, may be- 
come reconciled to God. The Redeemer 
had not left his lovely spouse without the 
power of administering an effectual remedy 
to her sick and dying children. They couid 
be saved from the maelstroom of perdi:ion, 
provided they had recourse to the regenerat- 
ing sacrament of Penance. The sacrament 
was instituted by the Redeemer, who erected 
in his church this tribunal of spiritual eman- 
cipation upon earth. The incident of the 
man sick of the palsy, was quoted as one of 
the proofs that the Son of Man had power on 
earth to furgive sins, and consequently that 
he could confer that power on his true and 
faithful church. This power he did give to 
his Apostles, in the memorable passage which 
had been read fomatext. He gave to the 
Apostles as his Father had given to him, and 
it iresistibly followed, since he had pro- 
mised to be always with his Church, that 
her acquittal of the sinner was recognized 
and confirmed in the Supreme Court of Hea- 
ven. Would incredulous sophistry presume 
to say that only sins of discipline were in- 
tended to be forgiven? No such specification 
appeared, The words were unconditional— 
universal in their import, and the prerogative, 
like the Chusch itself, must last to the end 
of the world. 

If it were contended by the Calvinists that 
the forgiveness of sins against discipline only, 
and not every sin against our consciences, 
our neighbor and our God, were intended, the 
commission the Apostles had received from 
the great Emanuel was a mere tabula rasa, a 
leaf of blank paper, destitute of character, 
or power. Such an idea was preposterous 
and blasphemous, for it would stamp incon- 








sistency and duplicity upon the conduct of| It was further stated, that when the sinner 
Christ, As the Saviour possessed this pow- | has been forgiven by repentance, confession, 
er of forgiving sins—since he declared that | and absolution, the ministers of Christ, not 
as the Father sent him so he sent the Apos-|the mock ministers of John Calvin, enjoin the 
tles—it followed, that, for the completion of | performance of certain pious, penitential acts, 


the ministry, the conversion of all nations, | 
and the perfection of the saints, they like- | 
wise sent their delegates to preach the doc- | 
trine which had been delivered to them, and 
that they invested their delegates with the 
same spiritual power which had been com- 
municated to themselves, and which would 
continue in the true Church alone, till Na- 
ture, in her decrepitude, sinks into chaos.— 
Unless this were admitted, there was no 
common sense upon earth—no revelation from 
heaven. 

The judiciary power of loosing the spiri- 
tual transgressor, from the fetters of sin, 
having been imparted to the Apostles and 
their legitimate successors, it followed that a 
special confession of guilt was required on 
the part of the sinner. The practice of con- 
fession, it was said, was more ancient than 
many were aware of. The manner in which 
confession should be made was pointed out 
in the book of Numbers, v. 6,7, and a pa- 
rallel was presented between this mode and 
that of the Church. All sinners were re- 
quired to have true sorrow, to make confes- 
sion, when practicable, to a regular priest, 
and to make reparation to God and man, ac- 
cording to the laws of the Church, explained | 
and adapted to each case, and enforced by | 
her ministers, who are dispensers of the word 
of reconciliation. Here followed a descrip- | 
tion of true sorrow for sin, which must be | 
accompanied by a firm purpose of avoiding | 
evil and doing good. He also alluded to the | 
sorrow of the Ninevites, who repented at the 
preaching of Jonas. Happy prototype of 
sinners under the New Law, who submit with 
suitable dispositions to the tribunal of Pen- 
ance, and have their sins forgiven in heaven, 
as they can be by Christ, through the power 
of his vice-gerents on earth. 

If, in confession, the penitent accused him- 
self of having injured enemy, or friend, he 
was bound to tell all the particulars and to | 
make reparation. If he apprehended seri- 
ous consequences by restoring ill-gotten pro- 
perty, he was to give it tothe care of his 
confessor, who is bound by the laws of eter- | 
nal justice, under peualty of damnation, to | 
restore said property to the owner; and, it) 
the owner could not be found, it must then! 
go in charity to the poor for the benefit of the | 
soul of the sinner. 








such as prayers, fasting and alms—and these 
are always proportioned to the nature of the 
crimes, according to the judgment of the 
Conlessor. If the spiritual judge had reason 
to believe that the sinner did not confess, 
with the requisite dispositions to receive the 
emancipating and regenerating effects of the 
Sacrament, he might lay over the case, for 
another hearing, agreeably to the words— 
‘‘whose sins ye retain, they are retain- 
ed.” If the judge, in suicidal madness, 
should pronounce forgiveness upon a sinner, 
whom he had reason to suspect was not pre- 
pared, he would drag down damnation upon 
himself by a profanation of the Sacrament, 
while the sinner became more guilty by the 
additional crime of sacrilege. 

The Preacher said, if it were asked whe~ 
ther the Church had power to forgive the 
temporal punishment, after the guilt and eter- 
nal punishment of sin had been blotted out? 
He would answer, unquestionably it had.— 
The Governor of a State had power to par- 
don malefactors, or to commute their punish- 
ment to imprisonment instead of execution. 
Why should the Lord of the universe be pre- 
vented from acting likewise in regard to his 
spiritual kingdom? The affirmative he un- 
dertook to prove from the incident of the pa- 
ralytic before alludedto. The relaxation, or 
total forgiveness of this temporal punishment 
was what had ever been called by the church 
of God, an Indulgence. In consideration of 
the infamous falsehoods and infernal misre- 
presentations of the ministers of Calvinistic 
heresy, aided by mercenary scribblers and 
editors, who, for the purpose of gaining a 
livelihood for themselves and families, acted 
upon the damnable principle that the end jus- 
tifies the means, it was necessary (the Dr. 
said) to be particular in explaining the nature 
and requisites of an Indulgence. 

An Indulgence, therefore, he repeated, 
Was a mitigation, or a total forgiveness of the 
temporal punishment due to sin, when the 
crime, and the eternal torture due to that 
crime, are forgiven in heaven and on earth, 
by the repentance, sacramental confession, 
and absolution of the sinner. He instanced 
the case of the incestuous Corinthian, An 
ecclesiastical indulgence has nothing to do 
with sin—it is essentially confined to the 


Hence, was often notic-| penalty which God requires, afler the sinner 


ed in this country, cases of such restitution, |has been forgiven, according to the law of 
mentioned in the public journals—cases which | Christ, as already explained. It never ex- 
proved the salutary effect of the Catho]ic|empled the sinner from repentance—il never 
doctrine of Confession, and which all the | gave him the power to cummil sin, as had been 
whining cant and pnritannic pharisceism of | asserted by “ lying Hume” and his associ- 
the spurious Orthodox Bible and silly tract | ates of the Calvinistic ministry. Jesus Christ 


and missionary societies were never known 
to produce. Satisfaction was also to be made 
to God, and a parallel was drawn of what 
was required of the sinner in ull times, from 
what was required of David, in the case of 
Uriah, &c. Another illustration was drawn 
from the penalty inflicted on the Israelites, 
who sinned in Egypt, not one of whom was 
permitted to enter the promised Jand’ and a 
still stronger one was unfortunately found in 
the biography of Adam and Eve, who though 
they were forgiven their sin, were yet com- 


himself (said the preacher with most impos- 
ing emphasis,) Jesus Christ himself could 
not forgive sin before sin was committed, for 
then he would pardon without repentance.— 
The Church has ever considered it blasphe- 
my to say, that man of himself can forgive 
sin; she would even brand the Pope himself 
as a blasphemous heretic, were he to say that 
‘he, or the Church could give permission to 
commit sin, or pardon it, until the sinner bas 
repented. Catholics defy hell, Calvinism, 
and earth to disprove the assertion. 





pelled to suffer the temporal penalty. 


Where, then, (continued the Preacher,) 
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are the profligate falsehoods of the Calvin-|fession and penance, were preventives of 
istic Ministers? The bare-faced lies of the crime, and were one reason why divorces 
enemies of truth, spread from sectarian pul-| were so seldom heard of in Catholic coun- 
pits and presses throughout this happy land, tries. It was stated also that in the prisons 
to give to blasphemous fiction a local habita- | of the United States, very few of the crimi- 
tion and a name,—to furnish mock Orthodox nals were Catholics, and among those, it was 
knights-errant with subjects for nursery tales generally admitted that their crimes origina- 


and school-boy declamation,—and to supply 
the tract and missionary speculators with op- 
portunities of diving into cellars and kitch- 


ens, and filching from the pockets of poor) 


servants and cooks, their sixpences and cents 
—and all this under the pretext of convert- 
ing the heathen and illuminating the dark 
valley of the Catholic Mississippi with the 
ignis fatwus of Calvinism? From such a 





deadly gas, may heaven protect the atmos- 
phere of American freedom! It originated | 
in the decomposition of Calvin’s flesh, when, 
for acrime of nameless turpitude, he was| 
burnt between the shoulders; it became ig. | 
nited at the stake and burnt Servetus to| 
death; and the records of New-England | 
prove its suffocating and burning powers in| 
North America. One truth had been told 
by the Calvinistic aggressor, namely, that 
Calvinism had always been in the fire. The 
declaration was true in more senses than one. 
Satan also had always been in the fire—whe- 
ther he was going about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom and what he might devour by 
scattering fire and brimstone, or whether he 
transformed himself into an angel of light, 
like the Orthodox bible, tract, and missiona- 


ted in neglect of the salutary practice pf con- 
fession. 

After he had finished reading and com- 
menting upon these portions of history, the 
preacher again read from the Courier a por- 
tion of the report of Dr. Beecher’s Lecture, 
making his animadversions, as he proceeded, 
by way of parenthesis, something after the 
following style—“‘ Dr Beecher took occasion 
to refer tothe dangerous task he had assum- 
ed to himself of examining thus publicly the 
Catholic religion,” [dangerous, indeed, to his 
own popularity and that of his party, and so 
he will find it before we get through with 
these lectures:] ‘“‘and to the ease with which 
the Catholic community can be excited even 
to a dangerous pitch;” [we shall assume the 
same dangerous task, by examining, at a 
proper time, his Calvinistic principles—hith- 
erto we have only explained and defended 
our own.| ‘He inferred from the stillness 
and the absence of this excitement at the 
present moment,” [wonderful, indeed, that 
the Catholics should obey the precepts of 
their holy religion; did he suppose they were 
so ignorant of the duties of good citizens as | 
to mob their revilers?] ‘the vast power of 





ry advocates, he still carried his fire about | the priests over their people, and spoke of it 
him as did the wicked John Calvin himself. | not onlv as a proof ot that power” [the pow- 

The Doctor recapitulated the requisites of | er of common sense only] *‘ but a proof also 
an Indulgence, which he summed up by say-| that they duly appreciate his motives,” [we 
ing it never was an anticipated pardon for | assure him that we do appreciate his motives 
sin to be committed, but a mitigation of the |—we see through them very plainly, and are 
temporal punishment due to sin after repen-|much obliged to his candor and kindness, ] 
tance, confession, and absolution—all which |‘‘ and are aware of the responsibility they 
were in strict conformity to the laws of God. | have assumed in becoming members of a free 
An indulgence was therefore consistent with | republic, and their accountability under our 
the happiness and well-regulated freedom of| free government.”” [we are aware of this 
society, and consequently that the rhapsodies | accountability; and hence we have entered 
ef their Calvinistic aggressor against this | upon our defence against the malice of the 
part of the Catholic doctrine, were more | Calvinistic Ministers; so strongly do the Ca- 
worthy of a maniac, or an infidel, than of a/tholics feel this accountability, that he did 
pretending minister of revealed truth. /not know, in the wide range of the United 

He then proceeded to quote passages from | States, a human being in the shape of a Ro- 
Protestant writers—from Luther, Calvin,!| man Catholic, who, if the Pope himself were | 
Henry VIII., Cranmer, Chillingworth, John to attempt to interfere in the political, or civil | 
Huss, &c. &c. in favor of the doctrine of In-|concerns of the government, or attempt to! 
dulgences and the Sacrament of Penance, | enforce any other than a spiritual edict, would 
from some of which he inferred, that Dr.| not meet him on the shore and repel the in- 








Beecher himself was not what in one of his| vader, even at the expense of his heart’s 
late evening tirades he declared himself pub-|blood.] “He spoke of it in terms compli-| 
licly to be—a Calvinist! He read portions | mentary to the Catholic Clergy of this city—| 
of aletter from Luther and his cotempora-| complimentary to their good sense and good | 
ries, granting an indulgence to Phillip of) disposition.” [We are much obliged to him! 
Hesse, who wanted to take a second wife | forghe compliment, and we wish with all our | 
while his first was living, omiting such parts | hearts, we could return it; but we cannot, | 
as, he said, were to gross and indelicate for without violating every principle of common | 
the ears of a respectable audience. He honesty, and setting at defiance every dictate 
shewed that the Indulgences which the “ Re-| of common sense and decency. | 
formers” had granted, were horrid and truly} In conclusion, he compared the public se- 
different from the Indulgences given by the | curity and spiritual consolation of the Catho- 
Pope. lics with those of the Calvinists. The latter 
In evidence of the inviolability of auricu-| were forever spouting and quoting the Bible 
lar confession, Dr. O’F. read the account of —the Bible—without having the sense, or the 
St. John of Prague, who for refusing to tell | grace of God to understand it, or to comply 
the Emperor the secrets communicated by | with its heavenly precepts—nauseating the 
the Empress in confession, was tortured and | good taste ofthe public,insulting their common 
finally @rowned in the Moldau. He argued | sense, and violating every principle of polite- 
from a variety of facts and circumstances, | ness by the bare-faced intrusion of their spu- 
‘that the Catholic doctrines relating to con-| rious Bibles and calumniating tracis—moral 








firebrands, better calculated to consume so- 
cial happiness than to strengthen and pre- 
serve it. The Catholic had the Bible as well 
as the Calvinists, and understood its morali- 
ty better. It was owing to the want of the 
salutary curb of confession that so many of 
the Calvinists could evade the law relative to 
fraudulent bankruptcy, and afterwards be- 
come elders and deacons of churches, and 
preachers, and props and pillars of tract and 
missionary Fund societies, chousing the hon- 
est tradesman out of his hard earnings, and 
reducing him to want and ruin. Calvinism 
had nothing vi/al in it—in this respect it was 
the opposite of Catholicity, which imparted 
cheerfulness to its followers amidst privations 
and poverty. Catholicity was the religion 
of the heart and soul; it plucked up the nox- 
ious weeds of vice, and allowed nothing to 
be nourished in the soil of the soul, but the 
fruitful plaints of salvation and social virtue, 

The Lecture, of which the above is a very 
imperfect abstract, occupied more than two 
hours in delivery. 





FROM THE CATHOLIC MISCELLANY. 
IONIAN ISLANDS. 


It is curious to observe the policy and ef- 
forts of the English government to make 
their species of Protestantism a state-reli- 
gion, and to exclude studiously the Roman 
Catholic from any public honors, wheresoe- 
ver they possess the power. The Ionian 
Islands afford us a striking proof in addition 
to those furnished by Canada, by Ireland, 
and by several other colonies, for we consid- 
ered Ireland as but a colony of Britain.*— 
Her state is indeed worse than that of a col- 
ony, as these have resident legislatures, and 
she is legislated for by men, who have no in- 
terest in her special concerns, and not only 
have never seen her, but have been studiously 
trained up to a hatred and contempt of her 
people and her religion. 

About the year 1300, the latin rite was in- 
troduced into Corfu, which for a long series 
of previous.years, had been involved in the 
errors of the schismatic portion of the Greek 
church. Subsequently to this, the Venetians 
having obtained the ascendancy of the island 
favored, as much as possible, the reconcilia- 
tion of its inhabitants to the holy see: under 
their influence a Catholic bishopric was es- 
tablished therein—this was subsequently an 
archiepiscopal see. Upon the fail of the 
Venetian Government, the French became 
masters. In 1779, the most Rev. Dr. Fensi 
was promoted to the archiepiscopal see of the 
island; he purchased with his own means an 
extensive and splendid library, together with 
rich church ornaments for his metropolitan 
see: but in the days of confusion he was 
obliged to fly, and with great difficulty saved 
this property. Corfu became successively 
the spoil of France, Russia, Turkey, and 
England. The archbishop sought, in vain, 
for permission to return: he resided at Rome; 
but went from that city to France when Bo- 
naparte desolated the holy city. In 1816 he 








* Although she has been unfortunately too long wi- 
thering in the colonial shade of British tyranny, the ver- 
nal sun of national regeneration is rapidly beaming upon 
her, and will, with the blessing of God, shortly develope 
and bring to full maturity the blessed fruits of unqualified 
emancipation, of Civil and Religious freedom.—Ed. Jes. 
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resigned his Archbishopric, and received the 
title of Patriarch of Jerusalem: he died on 
the 9th of January, 1829, having bequeath- 
ed his library and ornaments to the Propa- 
ganda, which took charge thereof for the use 
of his sucessors in Corfu. 

The most Rev. Doctor Foscolo, a patri- 
cian of Venice, was named to succeed him 
in Corfu, but he never took possession.— 
The Greeks hated him as a Venetian, and 
the Government complained that he was nam- 
ed without its being consulted in the selec- 
tion. 

The worst consequences flowed from the 
absence of those two prelates. The church- 
property was pillaged: the convents of the 
Friars, Minors, of the Observantines and of 
the Reformed conventuals were suppressed. 
Archbishop Fensi had located his seminary 
in the Augustinian convent, founded by Arch- 
bishop Bragadia, this too was destroyed: all 
the clergymen were placed upon exceeding- 
ly small pensions. In the midst of this des- 
solating state of things, the very Rev. Peter 
Anthony Nostrato, Dean of the Diocess and 
Parish-Priest of the Cathedral, as also Vicar 
General, exhibited great zeal, wisdom, and 
courage; subsequently to the year 1827, he 
used his best efforts to. arrest the progress of 
the evils. He was esteemed by the Greeks 
and the Turks for his zeal and charity; and 


pointed tothe vacant Archbishopric, and was 
consecrated for the Metropolis of Corfu, on 
the 12th of last April, by Cardinal Gregorio, 
assisted by the most Rev. Doctor Foscolu and 
Patrizzi. Shortly afterwards he left Rome 
for his see, taking with him the splendid or- 
naments left by Archbishop Fensi for his 
church; the English commissioner, Adams, 
furnished him a vessel at Ancona for his pas- 
sage. 

At the opening of the session of Parlia- 
ment of the Ionian Islands on the 6th of 
March, the commissioner stated that he would 
lay before them estimates for definitively pro- 
viding means for the support of the dignita- 
ries of the Latin rite. The Greek Archbi- 
shop has an allowance of 100 crowns month- 
ly: we have not yet learned what has been 
fixed for the Latin Archbishop, or whether a 
residence has been furnished for him; for the 
old palace of the Archbishop has been oc- 
cupied as a residence for the governor and a 
hall for the courts: and the Seminary has 
been sold and turned to other purposes.— 
The new Archbishop has been received at 
Corfu, and has resumed the discharge of his 
former parochial duties; he is also on excel- 
lent terms with the British Lord Commis- 
sioner. 

Zante and Cephalonia form a Diocess Suf- 
fragan to Corfu. ‘This has suffered less than 


ance which has been so long urged against 
native Catholics, or sloped citizen Catho- 
lics, by some of the preachers and writers of 
the protestant sects in our Union,* is now 
made against some of their own fraternity by 
the Canadians. We copy the following peti- 
tion from the Kingston Patriot. 


To the Honorable the Commons of the Pro- 
vince of Upper Canada in Parliament as- 
sembled, the petition of the Magistrate and 
people of Kingston, 


SHEWETH— 


That your petitioners, resting their hopes 
of temporal happiness, upon the benign su- 
premacy under which they have been nurtur- 
ed, and to which they are proud to acknow- 
ledge allegiance, view with alarm, the daily 
increasing influence of a foreign priesthood, 
which they think incompatible with, and in- 
deed altogether frustrative of such hopes. 

Your petitioners have been educated to 
think, and it is deeply impressed on their be- 
lief, that religion and morality exist, and are 
taught in as much purity in his Majesty’s do- 
minions, as any where, and are therefore at 
a loss to understand, wherefore it arises, that 
our Province should be dependant on a fo- 





reign country for spiritual and moral instruc- 


ition, knowing as they do, that persons of 


was held in high consideration by the British 


the metropolis. The present Bishop is the| pious minds, moral habits, and refined edu- 
commissioners, Maitland and Adams. 


Right Rev. Louis Scacoz, a Franciscan friar: cation, abound every where in his Majesty’s 
One of the most curious exhibitions which | he is a favorite with the English, and is on! dominions, hundreds of whom would gladly 
Maitland gave was a constitution for the | good terms with the Greeks. ‘Notwithstand-|embrace the opportunity of spreading the 
islands, in which it was stated “that the re- | ing the new constitution promulgated by the | gospel, in this extensive and daily extending 
ligions of the State were the Orthodox Greek | British, he has been able to maintain his see; | vineyard. 
religion, and the Orthodox Anglican religion,” \he is bishop since 1813. His church was| Your Petitioners would respectfully sug- 
and again, ‘that the Roman Catholic reli-| plundered of its little property during the | gest to your Honorable House, that it is dif 
gion would be protected in preference to revolution; but the English General Oswald, ficult to reconcile a true allegiance to the 
other communions of dissenters: but that only | restored it at the instance of the Vicar-Apos- King of Great Britain, with a prostration of 
the Orthodox religions should have public cel- |tolic Pallmidessa, since then, created bishop thought, to the dogmas, both religious and 
ebration.” This is certainly a unique religio- | of Tinos, political, of a foreign Republican Priesthood. 
slate document! wherein contradictions are| What strikes us as peculiar in the above! Divine authority indeed declares it is impos- 
made Orthodox! It shews the arrogance and statement, is the curious effort of the British | sible; for ‘‘ No man,” says the Saviour, “can 
folly of the British compilers of constitutions. authorities to create their species of Pro-|serve two masters; for either he will hate the 
Nostrano complained of this insulting inno- testism an established church in those Jsl-| one and love the other; or he will sustain the 
vation; and obtained from the commissioner | ands, scarcely one of whose inhabitants is a’ one, and despise the other.” Matt. 6. 24. 
a dispensation in that article of the Constitu-|member of their sect. And again, the be-| Your Petitioners therefore, aware of the 
tion, so that the Roman Catholics were per-|stowing the title of orthodory equally upon’ peril, in which is placed the, supremacy of 
mitted to perform their religious exercises as two societies, each of which regards the |Great Britain, from the swarm of Preachers 
they had been theretofore accustomed: but | greater number of the other as so many par- from the United States of America, which in- 
they were only permitted against the letter of adoxes. For instance, the English Protest- fest this Province, humbly beg leave to re- 
what is called a constitution. This is exact- ant considers as paradoxical the Greek or-| present, that the safety of the country re- 
ly in keeping with the conduct of the British thodoxy in the vocation of saints; the honor | quires, that the Legislature pass a law to pro- 
Government in Canada and in Ireland: it | paid to relics, to pictures, to images; the | hibit any exercise of the functions of a Priest, 
permits with a bad grace to Catholics what | prayer for the dead: the sacrifice of the mass; |or Exhorter, or Elder of any sect, or deno- 
it has not power to prevent. ‘the doctrine of transubstantiation; that of mination, in this province, except by British 
In 1827, it was thought proper to require the sacrament of confirmation, sacramental subjects, and also to prevent the assembling 
of Nostrano to resign his office of Vicar- penance; sacramental holy orders; sacra- therein, of any religious society, or societies 
General, which he unhesitatingly did, to the mental matrimony; sacramental extreme/in conference, who shall be in society, or 
Rev. Canon Renzovich, who died soon after, | Unction; the ceremonial anointings and chris-| conference with any foreign body, calling 
and the Dean confined himself to his paro- | mations; the monastic vows and observances, themselves a religious society, or conference, 
chial and canonical charge; both Greeks and and so many other doctrines and practices of or otherwise under severely restrictive penal- 
English were displeased at this, and would the Greek and Russian schismatics. |ties; and to prevent the raising of money 
not recognize Renzovich, but encouraged the | The spirit however which would degrade | within this province, by any religious or pre- 
Dean to a schismatical opposition. Far from and plunder the Roman Catholic chureh, is | tended religious person, or body, for any 
being misled by the temptation, he gave the one that they do not always find it prudent to! pretended charity, mission, or fund, the ob- 
full benefit of his advice and countenance jindulge to the extent of their desires; and jects of which, are not strictly British, under 
to his successor. This state of things be- | the efforts to reduce their spirit to practice, | pain of fine and imprisonment. 
came known at Rome, and the Dean was in-|has destroyed Ireland, and lost Belgium to| Your Petitioners would finally remark, 
vited thither: he went in May 1829. He his Orange majesty, the King of Holland. | that the exercise of the honorable professions 
of Law and Physic, is specially fenced ‘by 


remained nearly a year witn Archbishop ; 77 HT 
Foscolo; had several conferences with the | Gentle Hint to gh em Tract, and Missionary | Statutes, and reserved to British subjects, 
venturers. sii 


Cardinals, and many audiences of the Pope: 
the Archbishop was raised to the dignity of TABLES TURNED. } * Witness the malicious rhapsodies of the Cal inistic 
The charge of foreign and divided allegi-| Lecturer in Boston. 











Patriarch of Jerusalem in partibus: and on 
the 15th of March, Doctor Rostrano was ap- 
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while the profession of Divinity, is incongru- 
ously left totally unguarded, and our popula- 
tion consequently exposed to all the trickery 
and quackery of foreign, vain, and ignorant | 
pretenders to theological learning, (among | 
which may frequently be reckoned lazy and) 
decayed tradesmen) to the great danger of the | 
wide diffusion of hypocrisy, superstition, and 
fanaticism; from which awful grievance, your 
petitioners humbly pray relief, in such 
manner, as the wisdom of your Honorable 
House, may seem most fit, and as in duty 
bound will ever pray, &c. &c. Ke. Ib. 





From the Montreal Vindicator. 

Extract of a Letter from the Irish Catho- 
lic Clergymen in Rome. 

“There is nothing here of particular in- 
terest to communicate except news from the 
missions of the East. They have not been 
so flourishing for many years. In China and 
the neighboring countries, the Clergy are ‘hu- 
merous, and for the most part natives. In 
some instances, the Bishops are the only for- 
eigners. The civil powers do not yet openly 
countenance the teaching of the Gospel, but 
neither do they oppose it, save rarely and fee- 
bly. The relations received lately on this 
subject, at the propaganda, have given the 
Holy father and the sacred Congregation the 
greatest consolation. Great efforts too are 
now making by the Catholics of British In- 
dia to provide for their religious wants. They 
have recently established a society in Cal- 
cutta, for the publication and diffusion of the 
most approved Catholic works in the English 
language. A fewspecimens, very handsomc- 
ly executed have just reached Rome. They 
are besides calling eagerly for missionaries 
of their own tongue, to whom they pledge 
themselves for a comfortable and abundant 
support. They have none but a few Portu- 
guese, who, not being able to speak the Eng- 
lish, are nearly useless. A Bishop is also 
called for. The petition for these objects is 
now here, and a copy has, I believe, been al- 
so forwarded to the English Government. It 
will be received favorably by both.” 


Reports were in circulation in Ireland that 
Mr. O'Connell had received an high judicial 
appointment in Jndia, from the New Minis- 
try; and that he was to repair thither in some 
short time. The truth of this would, of 
course, have put the seal on the Anti-union 
question, leaving no alternative to the abet- 
tors of that measure, but the mortification of 
seeing all their hopes biasted by so great an 
abandonment. Those who know O’Connell, 
however, might, and no doubt did easily see 
the inutility of the offer of a bribe, which 
would remove him from the sphere of his 
greatest glory and usefulness. The follow- 
ing declaration made at a public meeting, by 
Mr. Doyle, one of the friends of the Libera- 
tor, sets the matter at rest. It seems high 
inducements were held out; and such as 
would be readily snapped at by some of the 
underlings—the little cronies of The Evening 
Post. The offer may be set down as a strong 
presumption that success will be attendant on 
this important measure. 


and preached upwards of 60 times. 





Mr. Edward Dwyer said hefore the Union 
there were resident in Dublin—one Duke, 
one Marquis, thirty-three Earls, thirty-nine 
Lords, and two hundred and fifty Commoners. 
Now the absentee drain amounted to nearly | 
five millions; before the Unicn it was only 
two. There was no possible remedy for this, 
but the adoption of Mr. O’Connell’s advice, 
repeated to him (Mr. Dwyer,) in all his let- 


_ ters.—Agitate, agitate, agitate, said he-there 


is no other possible means of obtaining a re- 
peal of the Union. Mr. Dwyer said it was 
not true that Mr. O’Connell had been ap- 
pointed to go to India; he had been offered 
the highest appointment it was in the power 
of the Government to give, but he would 
never accept office till the Union was repeal- 
ed, when, he says, he shall have no objec- 
tion to receive office from his own Country, 
and her Government.—IJhid. 





[From the Catholic Press. ] 
BELGIUM. 

Leiee, Oct, 12.—The commander-in-chief 
(a second Judas Machabeus) gave notice to 
his fellow-citizens, that a solemn service 
would be performed on the 14th inst. at the 
Cathedral, for the repose of the souls of their | 
brave associates who fell in the late battle. 

The Bishop of Leige has concluded his 
visit of the two last months through the Dio- 
cess, during which he administered the Sa- 
crament of Confirmation to 62,000 persons, 
He re- 
turned to rest himself for a few days, and 
then intends to proceed to the organization of 
the first section of his Seminary. 

Thus Purgatory, Mass, Confirmation, 
Hierarchy, and Seminaries all going on amid 
the revolutions of Belgium! Scandalous in 
the extreme! 

Namur, Oct. 13.—A solemn service took 
place on the 1Jth inst. in the Cathedral, for 
the repose of the souls of those brave citi- 
zens who fell on the 18th inst. in battle array. 
All the civil and military authorities were 
present with the Governor, M. de Stassart. 
A place of honor was reserved for the wound- 
ed. The National Guards of the city and 
many of the country were present. The 
Ladies, de Stassart, Dawaille, Mohemont, 
Bivort and Bastien made a collection for the 
wounded. After the ceremony was perform- 
ed, all went in procession to the Cross erect- 
ed over the dead, opposite the Palace of Jus- 
tice. 


EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 

The eloquent Bishop of Senez, character- 
izes the last century (that has left the nine- 
teenth such a legacy of infidelity,) in his fu- 
neral oration on Louis XV., in the following 
manner: 

‘* Fighteenth century! age so proud of thy 
knowledge, that gloriest in the title of the 
philosophic age, what fatal epoch art thou 
preparing in the history of the mind and mor- 
als of nations! We do not dispute the pro- 
gress of thy knowledge; but shall the weak 
and presumptuous reason of man not pause 
at the point of its maturity? and after having | 
reformed some ancient errors, must it by a| 
destructive remedy attack truth itself? There! 
will be no superstition, because there shall! 


be no religion: no false heroism, because no| 
honor: no prejudices, because no principles; | 
; 


no hypocrisy, because no virtue. Audacioug 
spirits! behold the ravages of your systenis 
and be appalled at your success! Oyrevolu- 
tion! still more fatal than the heresies which 
have altered the face of surrounding king- 
doms! They at least have lefta worship and 
morals; but our unfortunate descendants will 
one day have neither a worship nor a God! 
God of our fathers take pity on our poster- 
ity !"°— hid. 
LETTERS RECEIVED THIS WEEK FROM 
Messrs. C. Peltier, Detroit.—John Ryan, Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts. 
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DIED, 

Lately in Fredericktown, Md. the Rev. J. F. Peeters, 
from his excessive exertions in administering spiritual re. 
lief to the sick of his Parish. 

In Claremont, N. H. on the 11th inst. Mr. Trueworth 
Barber, in the fiftieth year of his age.-—May they rest 
im peace. Amen. 
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Ry RO Wer Hanke &! 
REW BOOKS. 
FOR SALE AT P. MOONEY’S CATHOLIC BOOK- 
STORE, 


Corner of Federal and Franklin Sts. —Also, at Patrick 
Denvir’s Look-store, Main-Street, Charlestown. 


The following new publications we earnestly recom- 
mend to all who are serious inquirers after truth, as well 
us to those who wish to attain a correct knowledge of 
the great truths of the Catholic retigion. ‘They are works, 
small in size, but replete with highly instructive and in- 
teresting maiter, and which can easily be perused by 
those who have not much time to devote to reading. 

1. Lerrers on THE SpanisH InNQuiIsirTI0nN. 
Arare work, and the best which has ever appeared 
on the subject: by M. Le Comte Joseph Le Mais- 
tre; translated from the French, with additional 
notes and Illustrations: by T. J. O’ Flaherty, S. E. 
C.—12mo. Per doz. $6, retail, 62 1-2 cents. 

2. Proors or THE TRUE CHURCH, IN TWO 
Parts; by Clement Winceslaus, Archbishop and 
Elector of Treves, and bishop of Augsburg; trans- 
lated from the French.—24 mo. Per doz. $3; retail, 
31 cents. 

3. THe Youru’s Director; or familiar In- 
structions for Young People; which may be found 
useful also, to persons of every sex, age, gnd condi- 


, tion of life; illustrated with a number of historical 


traits and edifying examples; translated from the 
French.—24 mo. Per doz. $4 50; retail, 42 3-4 cts. 

4. INvinciBLeE Reasons, which should forever 
attach a Roman Catholic to his Religion, and en- 
gage all Protestants to embrace the same.—24 me. 
Per doz. 30 cents; retail, 3 cents. 

5. A snort Exposition OF THE MARKS OF THE 
True Cuurcn; by Carpina GerpiL. Translat- 
ed from the French, for the first time; to which is prefix- 
ed a brief and interesting sketch of the life of the illue- 
trious writer. Price, $1 per dozen, 12 1-2 cents single. 

6. A sure Way to find out THe Trux Rewi- 
GION, in a conversation between a Father and his Son, 
by the late Rev. 'T. Baddely.—18mo.—Price $2, per 
doz: 20 cents single. : 

7. A Suaver for Joun Cueriter, Methodist 
Preacher; or, a Vindication of the Doctrine of the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist, as taught 
by the Catholic Church: in two letters to a friend; by 
the Rev. J, A. Mason, formerly a Methodist Preacher. 
—18mo.—Price 50 cents per doz: 6 1-4 cents single. 

8. MAN’S ONLY AFFAIR; of REFLECTIONS on the 
four last things to be remembered. ‘Translated from the 
French; to which are added Morning and Evening Pray- 
ers; Prayers of Mass, accompanied with a short explana- 
tion of its Ceremonies; and Vespers. 24mo.—Price $3, 
per dozen; 31 cents retail. 

9. THe TripLe Cuorp; or Three plain reasons 
why no Roman Catholic can conform to the Protestant 
church. Catholic Tract. Price, 20 cents per dozen; 
2 cents, single. 

The Public are respectfully informed, that MANN- 
1nG’s SHort Way tro END DispuTEs is now 
Press, which will also shortly appear. 








